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In addition to the clinics ettached to university medical faculties, two 
types of hospitals are to oxist at the completion of the current reorgani= 
zation: district hospitals (okrosni hemocnice) and regional. hospitals 
(oblastni. nemocrice). (1) These hospitals, which are Subject to the 
administration of the Public Nealth Office (2dravotni oddeleni) of their ap- 
nYepriate District or Couty National Committee and are located wherever 
such National Committees ara established, consist of the following 


sections: (2) 


a District lospitalss surgery 
internal. diseases 
gynecology and obstetrics 
pediatrics 


be Regional Hospitals: surgery 
internal diseases soeuinent Nose 2. OG 
gynecology and obstetrics} No Change In Class, Cj = 
pediatrics Declassifieg 
ophthalmology Class. Changed To: TS § 
otolocy Auth: HR 7g 


oe 1 Uehbs wy, org 


dermatology 
infectious diseases 
neurology 
psychopathology 


20 It is intended to establish Health Centers (2dravotni Stredisio), some of 
which are already in operation, directed by a medical manager who is to be 
an accredited physician and an administrative manacer slected from among 
the ranks of the non—medical personnel. These Health Centers will be 
formed by avalgamating the functions of the medical consulting offices of 
the National Tnsurance Offices. the Institutes of Netional Health (ustey 
narodniho sdrevi) and the anpropriate hosoital, district or regional as the 
case may be. (3) The Health Centers mey also have branch consulting offices 
outside of the hospitals. The National Insurance consulting offices may 
be abolished, their functions being transferred to hospital departnents., 
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AlL hospital wards, especially those for internal diseases, are currentiy 
overcrowded, There i# a variety of reasons for this condition, among - 
which is the fact that the cencral practitioners are overburdened with 
natients and are therefore prone to send ambulatory cases to the hospital 
te lighten their own load, and that many people attemrmt to become admitted 
to the hospital in order to obtain a leral cxcuse for absenteeism from 
work. One of the major causes, however, is that there are insufficient 
institutions for the incurably diseased and the agede Such patients whe 
have no one to care for them have therefore plutted hospital wards, internal 
disease wards particularly. Many patients who have a justifiable claim tc 
hospital aamittance must be turned away. 


‘ost. physicians still maintain a vrivate consulting practice, ultiough a 
omall minority have given uw) private nractice and entered a physicians? 
cooperatives Privately vracticing physicians are vaid for their services 
only an accordance with tae number of fational Insurance certificates 
received from patients in the quarter for which they are valid. The doctor 
is furthernore paid only for one visit cven though the patient requires 
further treatment. (4) A physician's travelin’, expenses when creating 
bedridden pavients in their homes are also met throuch standardized, lump 
sum allowances, regardless of the number of home calls the vhysician may ba 
reguired to male. 


Physicians, all of whom are required to keep the number of patients unable 

to work at an absolute minimum and to prescribe the cheapest and smallest 
quantity of drugs nossible, also act as factory doctors for about tro hours 
each morning, (5) In the latter part of the morning each physician holds 

his nrivate consultations, seeins; an averace of 70 patients. During the 
hours from neon to § P.M. the doctor visits bedridden patients at home, cone 
tributes several hours working for a dispensary or public consulting office 
performing public health inspections, and agein holds privete consultation 
for an average of 70 more patients, After 8 P.'. he makes evening house calls. (¢ 
In addition to these normal duties, each physician is also liable to emergency 
cali, vhieh alee includes any surgical stitching required sfter delivery since 
midyives may not perform surgery in any form. (7) 


Any general prectitioner can Le employed as a factory doctor, for which he 
receives ),,500 Kes monthly for about 6 hours a mek's attendance at the 

plant. A factory doctor is expected to nerform two medical functions. 
preventive ana curative. Ilis preventive activities are the _ 

wore heavily stressed by the regire and consist of supervision of 2calth 
conditions in ihe plant, hygiene and research on the materials with which 

the workers must come in contact in order to determine and eliminate or 
otherwise neutralize harmful characteristies. This duty suffers because his tine 
dargely consumed by his curative function. The factory doctor's curative 
activity is concexied with keeping the workers fron visiting a doctor of 

their orm choice in order to keep absentecism at the lowest possible level. (8) 


Plant medicines are purchased collectively throuwch the District Uational 
insurance Offices. ; 


Chie! hoapital vhysicians, the so-called Primarius who are generally the 
older physicians in the hospital and, in addition to the hospital director, 
are “hose in charye of departments and sections, receive a selary of about 
13,000 Kes to 14,000 Kes monthly. (9) Assistant hospital physicians, the 
Zocelled Secondarius, received a gross salary of 5,000 Kea monthly plus 
bonuses for specialized or extra work prior to July 1950.(10) when the 500 
Kes physicians’ salary reise was introduced in July, however, all bonus pay 
was abolished. This actually had the effect of a salary cut since most 
hospital assistant physicians now earn less than before the raise. A second 
raise of 500 Kes for the assistant physician depends upon the recommendation 
of iis chief physician. : 
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So Pull and exclusive specialization is permitted, only 
in key fields such as pediatrics, eye, nose and throat, gynecology and nerve 
diseases, which fields are considered medical. bottlenecks. (11) Permission 
to svecialize requires an application submitted to the [ljnistry of Health 
plus the recommeridation of the Employees! Council, the hospital trade union 
grou comparable to the factory Vorkers' Councils. In sractice such permission 
is cranted only to nolitically reliable applicants. (12) [Except for surgeons, 
gynecologists and internal disease specialists, wilo must have tio years of 
hospital work, the successful. avplicant is not required to fulfill the full 
hospital internship requirements demanded of the potential general prac- 
titioner.e (13) 


%. There are .satill many very capable Cacch and German nuns doiug hospital 
nursing, although their numbers are inadequate, but they are tobe replaced 
by civilian nursese (11) [Expulsion of German nuns is again under considers 
ation despite 2 lack of nurses in some areas and a shortaze of really skilled 
skilicd nurses almost everywhere. However, it is anticipated that 
suowlLd that be done those wiw0n specia: qualarications such as operative 
nurses will nevertheless be retained. The present civilian nurses, who are 
cencrally unskilled because of too short and rapid a traininc course, ere 
selected from the domestic servant class and civen six months! ward training. 
This sort of training reflects itsclf in many ways, but especially in the . 
new-born infant mortality rate, particularly amonc cremature infants. Further- 
more, the ill—trained civilian nurses have been the cause of new-born infant 
injuries and infections, in many cases, due te icnorance and voor hygienic 
habits in the nursery. 


25X1A 

(1) Coment: Except for emergency cases, patients are admitted to 

OSTY é& only after consulting a viysician and receiving his recom 

mendation for hospitalization. The university clinics are at Charles 
university in Prague, which also has branches at Pilsen and Hradec 
Kralove, at Brno University and at the university in Bratisleva. At 
present there sre also several other typ-s of hospitels not mentioned 
here cr in the text, but they are merely of a transitional neture and 
are ultimately to be abolished, 
25X1A ; 

(2; [RR Comment: ‘The Public Health Office, which is one of those organs 
of the National Committees authorized to perform the myried functions 
allocnted to the National Cormittees, is ultimately subordinated to the 
Ministry of Health in medical matters, but in matters of personnel the 
Public Health Office is responsible to the Ministry of Interior, 
25X1A 


Comments: 


(3) The Institutes of National Health consulting offices for pregnant 
women, children, tuberculars and venereal diseases, which offices aro 
now established in the district and regional hospitals, may be ex- 

25X1A panded, to include sections for dipsomania, 
hormone disorders and cardiology. Sie Comment: It is unclear what 
the present relationship is between the ctions of the consulting 25X1A 
offices of the lational Insurance Offices, which is a public siclmess 
insurance institution, membership in which is now believed to be 
obligatory, and the consultin: offices of the Institutes of ‘ational 
Uealth, a public health institution. Doth are apparently under the 
jurisdiction of the Pyblic Nealth offices, and it is bolieved that the 
institutes of National ‘lealth consulting offices are fundamentally 
concerned with social work and problems in their medical immlications 2 
whereas the National Insurance Offices! consulting offices concentrate 
on diseases of a non-social nature. It might be noted that the “ational 
Tnsurance Offices were formerly called tic Siemess Insurance offices, 
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(4) {t has been rumored physicians will soon be paid set salaries by the 
state for services in private practice in lieu of tho present practice 
where income varies according to the numbor of patients. Tlowever, a 
patient may choose the physician he wishes to have attend him, but may 
not tiereafter seek medical ationtion fron any other doctor within any 
given quarter except under special circimstances such as renoval to a 
new city. The patient is issued his National Insurance certificate by 
Pov ad which the physician collects his fee by his factory doctor. 
25X1 

(5) MER there is a trend to »rescribe patent druge produced by 
tue Cacchoslovak pharmaceutical industry, Spofa, which in 195, 
became the sole Czech pharmaceutical corporation having atsorbed the 
East Bohemian Plants at Rybitvi (051 1169}, and Slovakofarma at 
Bratislava (Pl9 X99) ~ rather than compounded drugs >repared by druggists. 


(6) A physician mist be on duty each night at each of the District National 
insurance Offices also, for which service ho is not allowed any 
compensatory time off the following day. [le is Supplied with an 
automobile and driver during this nicht duty > 


(7) Prior to the end of 1950 midwives received 500 Kes for each delivery 

from the "ational T,surance Office, the vregnant mother choosing the 

midwife whe preferred. Since 1 January 1951, however, each nidwvife 

receives a set 3,000 Kes a month, is assimed an area of responsibility 

out of which whe may not vractice, and is required to work a stipulated 

munber of hours a week in an OB consulting office. Comment: 95x1/A 
25X1X presumably she works in the - room) 

Formerly the midiife was paid ‘additionally for service rendered at an 

OB consultant's office. 


($) It is often the practice among the workers to take off the whole day 
whenever they are able to visit a private physician of their own 
choice and plead that a lon: waiting line at the doctorts office Dre 
vented them from returning in time to vor. 


(9) Because of taxes these chief hospital. physicians (Primarius) are on 
the whole giving up private practices 


(10) Before July 1950 surgeons and xray specialists received an additional, 
non=taxable 800 Kes monthly, while nicht cuty netted an additional 100 
Kes and Sunday duty 200 Kes (only half of which was taxable) amounting 
to an average of 100 to 600 Kes additional each monthe jn such wards 
as OB and pediatrics, however, where constant, special nicht service 
was maintained, the physician was able to eam up to 1,500 Kes monthly 
for extra worl. 


(11) Only on the recommendation of a General practitioner after consultation 
may a patient visit a specialist, excepting for the pediatrician, the 
seulist, the gynecologist and for vencrea‘l treatnent. 


(12) Medical students are also subjected to strict political reliability 
controls students are organized into "study circles" for the purnose 
of political indoctrination, must pass VarxiimLeninism examinations 
at the end of cach term to be permitted to continues the next tern, and 
must serve on labor brigades during each term te secure admission to 
the next term. 


(13) For example, because of an acute shortare of pediatricians, craduate 
physicians havincs six ronths to one year's clinical exnerience are 
being trained in nediatrics for only six months and assigned to regions 1 
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(1) & recent general order (prior to March 1951) re ‘cian 
od quired all. physicians 
38 oe an the pacrn to work in surcery wards for at least tyo 
in order amiliarize themselves with tl 25X1X 
abeominalh wounds and fractures. ean the 
main purpose of this measure is to ereate as large a group of medical 
personnel ahychelans capable of treating war casualtics.. Purthor~ 
more, physicians wore required to attend b 
orion to heel 19eke Lood transfusion courses 
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